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Need content? Find public domain works free for the taking!  Even though you've always been told

otherwise, writers and artists can copy other peopleâ€™s work and get away with it. Enter the world

of the public domain, where everything is free for the taking, and the only secret to unlocking this

treasure trove is knowing how to recognize free content and where to find it.  With The Public

Domain, you'll get specific information about finding copyright-free writings, music, art, photography,

software, maps, databases, videos, and more.Â  Find out about:  - how to find public domain

materials - how to handle challenges to public domain claims - public domain ""gray areas"" -

copyright protections and expirations - use of public domain art or film for advertising or other

commercial purposes - web content in the public domain - how to research copyright office records -

how to get permission to use work not in the public domain  This edition of The Public Domain is

completely updated with new case law, and new developments in the world of international

copyright. The book also provides hundreds of resources to help you find public domain works.  Â 
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After getting many different explanations on using public domain works I am so happy to have found

this guide. A lawyer in the field put this together and, as I suspected, just putting a new cover on an

old book doesn't make it a completely new work as I've been told.This is the first book I've found

that goes through the rules of copyright with many examples and explanations of any grey areas to

be aware of. He covers the rules for each of the different time periods the government has made



changes to copyright laws. You will need to work with the laws that are in place for each time

period.The author breaks down the ins and outs of each type of work in its own chapter (books, art

work, music, plays, movies, software, etc). You don't have to read cover to cover, just go to the type

of work you're interested in. You can then move to the chapter that covers the time period of the

piece you are interested in. Guidance is given on how to research copyrights as well as where you

can search on line as well as off.Some may say the book is repetitive but you must remember that

the book is a reference, you don't have to read it front to back.I highly recommend this book to

anyone interested in public domain works. Also, you are given the link on the NOLO site to get any

updates and additional info for this book.

This book is really more than a book about public domain: it is a 440+ page explaination of copyright

law as it related to Writing, music, art and more.Grab your highlighter and start reading. The laws

have changed radically several times, and the most recent changes made understanding the law

nothing short of difficult. Fishman's book is well-written, with examples that offer clear explanation

which are easy to understand and illustrate some of the more difficult-to-understand nuances of the

law and how it applies to a variety of circumstances. Even if you don't think that using public domain

sources is where you may be headed, lots of people including writers and artists would benefit from

having a better understanding of copyright law and how it might affect their own work.This book is

an incredibly valuable resource and not nearly as dry reading as you would think!

Great book! Anyone who is a writer or interested in writing should read this book. It gives you

everything you need to know in order to find material in the public domain and where to find it.

Invaluable reference & guide to nearly anything in the public domain. Highly recommended!

Was looking for current listings of Public Domain music. Interesting book, but not much help.
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